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Preface

The West Africa Animal Traction Network
aims to foster the use of animal power for agri-
cultural development in the region and en-
deavours to ensure efficient exchange of infor-
mation between its members in West Africa
and also with related organizations elsewhere
in the world. It is therefore important to ac-
quaint interested individuals, organizations
and countries with relevant and up-to-date in-
formation on animal traction. One of the ways
in which information on animal traction can
be gathered and exchanged is through con-
ferences, seminars and workshops. To date,
two regional workshops have been held under
the auspices of the West Africa Animal Trac-
tion Network, and this present volume relates
to the second of these.

The Steering Committee of the West Africa
Animal Traction Network wishes to express its

profound gratitude to the Farming Systems

~ Support Project (FSSP) of the University of
Florida, which took the initiative in organizing
the first Networkshop in Kara in Togo in

March 1985. FSSP also played a key role in the
holding of the second animal traction network- -
shop which was held in Freetown in Septem-

ber 1986. The committee also commends and
thanks the other organizations which provided
support for the Networkshop including the In-
ternational Development Research Centre
(IDRC) of Canada, the International Lives-
tock Centre for Africa (ILCA), Deutsche Ge-
sellschaft fiir Technische Zusammenarbeit
(GTZ), the International Institute of Tropical
Agriculture (IITA) and national projects in

The Gambia, Niger and Togo, co-funded by
the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID).

The Steering Committee of the West Africa
Animal Traction Network wishes to acknow-
ledge the contributions made by all partici-
pants, discussion groups and rapporteurs at
the Networkshop in Sierra Leone. The editors
have presented these various contributions in
two parts. The first part presents a summary of
the Networkshop activities as well as the prin-
cipal recommendations of the discussion
groups and the whole workshop. The second
part contains edited versions of the papers cir-
culated or presented at the workshop. '

The editing and publication of these proceed-
ings were made possible thanks to the support
of the Farming Systems Support Project
(FSSP) and the German Appropriate Technol-
ogy Exchange (GATE), a division of Deutsche
Gesellschaft fiir Technische Zusammenarbeit
(GTZ). The Steering Committee would like to
express its deep and heartfelt gratitude to both
these organizations. : ’

This Preface has been written by the Steering
Committee during a meeting at which it has
been planning the Third West Africa Animal
Traction Workshop, due to be held in Senegal
in 1988. The committee would be most inter-
ested in learning the extent to which these pro-
ceedings are found to be useful, and would
welcome constructive criticism and suggestions
for future network publications.

West Africa Animal Traction Networkshop Steering Committee
Addis Ababa, 18 September 1987

Adama FAYE, Senegal,
(Committee Representative)
Stephen O. ADEOYE, Nigeria
Kossivi V. APETOFIA, Togo
Arthur S. GEDEQ, Liberia

Bai H. KANU, Sierra Leone

Dawda M. SARR, The Gambia
Dramane ZERBO, Mali

Paul H. STARKEY, (Technical Adviser)
Michael R. GOE, (ILCA Representative).

(The addresses of committee members are given in the list of participants.)
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